DATE
Secretary Janet Napolitano
Department of Homeland Security
U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Washington, DC 20528
United States of America 
Fax: 202-282-8401

Dear Ms. Secretary:

I write to you as a person concerned for the people in Mexico who are fleeing violence and as a friend and supporter of Columban missionaries who have lived with and served the people of Mexico since 1990.   I am writing today to respectfully request that you use your discretionary authority to oversee the authorization of petitions for political asylum for Mexican nationals who are fleeing violence. 

Mexico’s war on drugs, the resulting breakdown in social security, and the dramatic escalation of violence since its initiation in 2006 has claimed the lives of at least 22,700 people and continues to threaten the livelihood of hundreds of thousands more.  With little confidence in the ability of the Mexican government, the Mexican military, or other local or federal law enforcement agencies to provide for their protection, tens of thousands of Mexican nationals have escaped to the United States in search of sanctuary from this violence. El Paso chief of police, Greg Allen, has estimated that during the past two years over 30,000 Mexican nationals fleeing the violence in Ciudad Juárez have settled into El Paso alone.   

Since the outbreak of drug-related violence in 2006, the Executive Office for Immigration Review reports that while it has received 12,110 applications from Mexican nationals seeking political asylum in the United States, it has granted political asylum to only 232 individuals - less than 2% of all Mexican applicants. By comparison, the United States received 5,879 asylum claims from Colombian nationals during this same time period and granted political asylum to 2,351 individuals - nearly 40% of all Colombian applicants.
In light of this reality, we ask that the Department of Homeland Security:
• Ensure that credible fear interviews with qualified asylum officers be conducted in a timely manner for Mexican nationals presenting as asylum seekers at ports of entry, and upon issuance of a determination of credible fear, that the new ICE Asylum Parole Policy be applied to those detained individuals in a just and fair manner. Mexican nationality must not be taken into consideration as a reason to continue detention and deny parole.
• For Mexican nationals deemed not to have met the criteria for political asylum, grant relief and protection through the use of existing avenues available in law and regulation, including, but not limited to, Temporary Protected Status, withholding of removal, delayed enforced departure, humanitarian paroles, stays of removal, and deferred adjudication.
• Restore integrity and credibility to the political asylum application process to ensure that political asylum applicants fleeing the violence in Mexico receive an unbiased and credible review of their claims of well-founded fear of persecution. And ensure that the adjudication of every asylum seeker's case be conducted on an individualized and nondiscriminatory basis in a manner consistent with existing law
• Recognize that the United States' and Mexico's decision to place their respective efforts to combat drug trafficking within the context of a war on drugs has had serious violent and destabilizing consequences for many parts of Mexico, especially along border regions, and, as is true in all wars, that the violence and ensuing destabilization continues to create casualties, killed and wounded, human rights abuses, and new waves of refugees who flee and are legitimately in need of protection and assistance.

Thank you for taking the initiative to ensure that the people of Mexico receive all possible political support and asylum from the United States, consistent with its law.  Your action on this matter will demonstrate your commitment towards protecting vulnerable populations and communities and creating a more just world.

Sincerely, 

XXXXX
